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Mexico
Panel discussion on
Mexican economy
By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Major reforms in Mexico
are changing its economy
for the better, the chairman
of the largest independent
loan servicing company in
that country told a standingroom-only crowd in the SET-B
Lecture Hall.
Mario
Laborín
Gómez,
chairman and CEO of ABC
Capital, was one of three
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affects the Mexican economy.
“80 percent of trade is with the
[United] States,” Laborín said.
In the past, people in Mexico
would save money by buying
U.S. dollars and putting them
under the bed, because the
dollar was more reliable than
the peso, he said.
“That has changed, now
that things in Mexico are in
place,” Laborín said. “The
peso has been strong, one of
the strongest currencies in the
world.”
This is due mostly to the
major reforms happening in
Mexico, he said, starting with
election of the National Action
Party candidate, Vicente Fox,
in 2000, which ended more
than 70 years of rule by the

Downs to fill Arts
Students to Center with vibrant >> Note to
our Readers
present at
colors,
15th annual
sounds
Research
Symposium
By Brenda Lopez
THE COLLEGIAN

Faculty and students from
UT-Brownsville and UT-Pan
American will present their
scholarly work during the 15th
annual Research Symposium and
Research Week, scheduled today
through Friday on the UTB/TSC
campus.
The event begins at 10 a.m.
today with the College of Science,
Mathematics and Technology
symposium in the Education
and Business Complex’s Salón
Cassia. Speakers and their topics
are Engineering Department
Assistant Professor Yingchen
Yang, “Vortex Evolution Behind
Tandem Cylinders Under Forced
Vibration”; Mathematics Associate
Professor
Ranis
Ibragimov,
“Modeling of Energy Budget in the
Ocean and Atmosphere”; Texas
A&M University Professor Wayne
Hung, “Micro and Nano are BIG!”;
and Physics and Astronomy
Associate
Professor
Karen
Martirosyan,
“Transformative
Research
and
Educational
Programs in Nanoscience and
Nanotechnology at UTB.”
The second symposium, by
the College of Biomedical and
Health Professions, takes place
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday
in the Education and Business
Complex’s Salón Cassia and
will feature speakers from the

See RESEARCH, Page 11
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By Héctor Aguilar
THE COLLEGIAN

Lila Downs, a 2013 Grammy
Award winner, will bring her colorful
musical fusion to the UTB/TSC Arts
Center at 7:30 p.m. Saturday.
The musical textile weaver incorporates
threads of rock, bolero, blues, jazz,
cumbia and rancheras with vivid
Mexican cultural elements as well as
themes like immigration to produce
a work that is hard to classify
musically and attracts diverse
audiences.
“Immigration is important
to me because I am a being that
was born because of immigration,”
Downs said in a telephone interview
with The Collegian March 27. “My
mother immigrated to Mexico City when
she was a really young lady and she didn’t
speak Spanish. She spoke Mixtec, which
was my mother’s indigenous language.
So, afterwards, my father, who was AngloAmerican, immigrated to Mexico and he fell
in love with my mother and that was another
migration event.”
Brownsville is among cities such as Austin, Houston
and Dallas where the Oaxaca native singer will present
the hits of her new disc “Pecados y Milagros” (“Sins
and Miracles”), for which she won the 2013 Grammy
for Best Regional Mexican album.
The album name and tour are based on “exvotos,” or
paintings, dedicated to a saint or virgin to thank them
for granting a miracle.
Arts Center Director Dan Barnard said the concert
was planned more than a year in advance.
“Man, this could not be a better fit for our
demographics. She’s from Oaxaca, she sings in English

The Collegian will not
be published on April 8,
as its staff will be in Fort
Worth attending the Texas
Intercollegiate Press
Association Convention.
The Collegian will resume
publishing on April 15.

>> Listen to
Cleiri Quezada’s
interview with
Lila Downs on
The Scoop at
noon Tuesday on

UTBRadio.com
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9th out
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Police Reports

The following are among the incidents reported to
Campus Police between March 2 and 14.

Saturday, March 2
6:24 a.m.: A student was seen kicking
a blue bag and yelling nonsensical words
as she walked toward the Life and Health
Sciences Building. When the student saw a
Campus Police officer, she started walking
to SET-B. The officer was approached
by a person who said he saw the student
walking in the parking lots alongside
Jackson Street and hitting traffic control
signs. The officer spoke with the student in
Lot O and noticed she had a black plate with
her, similar to a trashcan lid. The student
told the officer she was not a student and
had not ever been one. The student said
she was going to use the trashcan cap as a
Frisbee and she was carrying the blue bag
as part of her training for the Olympics.
The student had a strong odor of nail
polish remover and was wearing excessive
makeup. She first told the officer that she
was going to Florida and then she said
she was going to church. The officer said
that many times the student did not make
sense but was aware of her surroundings.
She was allowed to leave campus.
Thursday, March 8
7:40 p.m.: A staff member reported a
vehicle was possibly following him. The
staff member said he was walking out of
Tandy Hall when he saw a Chevrolet Tahoe
idling in Lot Z. The SUV moved to another
parking space as the staff member walked
to his vehicle in Lot X. He said it looked like
the truck was waiting for him to leave but
then followed him as he exited the parking
lot and drove onto Ridgely Road. The staff
member stopped at the intersection of
Ridgely Road and International Boulevard
and did not move when the light turned
green and the Tahoe remained as well.

After a minute, the Tahoe turned right
onto International Boulevard and into
the Stripes convenience store parking
lot. The staff member followed the Tahoe
and turned into an alley between Jackson
Street and Ridgely Road. He last saw the
Tahoe idling in the parking lot until he
left the alley to report the incident. The
staff member said he had not been in any
altercations recently and did not know
who the driver might be.
Wednesday, March 13
11:26 a.m.: A woman’s Nissan Rogue
accidentally struck a Campus Police
vehicle after she left it unattended and in
drive in Lot Z. She said she was dropping
off her sister at work in Tandy Hall and got
out of the vehicle to help her. The damage
to both vehicles is less than $1,000. The
woman was cited for failing to set the
parking brake on her vehicle.
Friday, March 15
8:35 p.m.: A Physical Plant employee
was arraigned on a charge of public
intoxication after he allegedly arrived to
work drunk the day before. His director
said this was not the first incident in which
the employee arrived to work under the
influence of alcohol. Campus Police met
with the employee who had bloodshot
eyes and smelled of alcohol. The employee
said he had some drinks three days ago.
He failed several sobriety tests and then
told the corporal that he bought a 12-pack
of beer the night before and drank nine
of them around 1 a.m. that morning. The
employee was arrested and transported to
the Carrizales-Rucker Detention Center.
He was fined $350 by Cameron County
Magistrate Adolfo Cordova.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz

Club

Spotlight

Rick Saldivar/Collegian

Members of the Counseling and Guidance Student Association include (kneeling, from left)
Cassandra Garcia and Alma Aguilar. Second row: Nati Leal, Rosy Morales, Carmen Killpack,
Gabriela Ortiz, Cindy Waddle, Secretary Letty Cavazos, Leticia Healy, President Leslie Wood,
Karina Hinojosa, Norma Hernandez and Jose Antonio Medina. Third row: President-Elect
(2013-2014) Jesus Guevara, Deborah Ross, Treasurer-Elect (2013-2014) Peter Block and
President-elect (2014-2015) Omar Duque.

Name: Counseling and Guidance Student Association
Established: 1999
Purpose: To provide graduate students pursuing a master’s degree
in counseling and guidance with new student orientation, professional
development, practicum information, community service, networking and
socialization opportunities.
President: Leslie Wood
President-Elect for 2013-2014: Jesus Guevara
President-Elect for 2014-2015: Omar Duque
Secretary: Letty Cavazos
Treasurer-elect: Peter Block
Adviser: Alma G. Leal, professor in the Department of Educational
Psychology and Leadership Studies.
Community Service and Activities: Gathers food and coats for homeless
shelters, attends awareness events such as PFLAG, presents at professional
conferences and organizes the May recognition ceremony for its graduates.
Meetings: 10 a.m. to noon on the third or fourth Saturday of the month in
Education and Business Complex Building 1.224.
Membership requirements: Must be in the counseling and guidance
master’s program and maintain at least a 3.0 grade-point average.
Dues: $20 per year
For more information: e-mail lesliewood007@yahoo.com
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
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Seeking aspiring lawyers
University offers law and justice studies degree
By Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

UT-Brownsville
now offers a degree
plan for students
aspiring to pursue a
career in law.
The law and justice
studies degree plan
requires 72 credit
hours in addition
to the 48 general
education
core
hours for a total of
120
credit
hours
and includes such
courses as Reasoning/Theory, Systems
and Practices in Law and Justice and
Substantive/Procedural Aspects of Law
and Government.
“It’s so multidisciplinary that it really
needs to be pointed out that students
will be taking courses from faculty in
other departments as well,” Criminal
Justice Chair Kevin Buckler said. “This
degree plan tries to pull into one degree
plan to prepare students who have an
interest in pursuing a career in law.”
The degree program has been
available to students since Fall 2012.
Steve Wilson, an associate professor
in the Criminal Justice Department,
will teach three courses of the program:
Jurisprudence and Justice, Police
Systems and Practices, and Research
Methods in Criminal Justice.
“Because this is a liberal arts degree,
a lot of law schools are looking for
students with a good liberal arts

background,” Wilson
said. “If a student
wanted to go to law
school, they would be
in a better shape to
do that because they
have a good, solid
foundation.”
Only seven students
are in the degree
program.
Buckler
and Wilson said the
reason is because the
program has not been
advertised that much.
Sophomore Kenia
Alvarez is one of the
seven students.
“I want to become a lawyer because I
have a great interest in analyzing human
behavior and health and help people
solve their problems of living, either
with legal advising and representing
them in a court,” Alvarez said.
During the summer the university
conducts the Filemon B. Vela Pre-Law
Academy, a preparatory program for
current UTB/TSC undergraduate or
graduate students who are interested
in pursuing a career as an attorney. A
total of 10 students signed up for this
summer’s session, according to Linda
Ufland, director of operations for the
Office of Provost/Vice President for
Academic Affairs.
For more information about the law
and justice studies degree program,
call Academic Adviser David Gonzalez
at 882-7775 or e-mail david.gonzalez@
utb.edu.

Rick Saldivar/Collegian

Student Government Association President Arturo Guerra congratulates Marisol Cervantes,
senator for the College of Liberal Arts, on being awarded one of two Professional Women Speak
scholarships.

SGA to honor members
Outstanding senators to receive awards
By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

The Student Government Association
has voted to honor members who have
outstandingly fulfilled their duties
and shown commitment with plaques,
medals and certificates.
The senate approved Resolution 27,
which allocates $500 to buy awards
and a new gavel for the vice president of
administration-elect.
Elections for the 2013-2014 SGA will
be conducted April 8-10 via Blackboard.
The deadline to apply for candidacy is 5
p.m. Tuesday. Students will be notified
of eligibility Wednesday. If eligible, the
students will be required to attend the
candidate election advisory meeting
either at noon or 4 p.m. in Student Union
2.16. Thursday. Election results will be
announced at 4:45 p.m. April 10.
Academic Adviser Amparo Jaramillo
asked the SGA to remind students

to make sure to clear any blocks or
restrictions before they try to register for
classes.
UTB registration for the summer
and the fall of 2013 starts Tuesday for
students with 90 or more credit hours;
April 8 for those with 60-plus hours;
April 15, 30-plus hours; and April 22, all
students.
Juan Flores, senator for the School of
Business, reported that he is working on
a resolution for the SGA to sponsor the
planting of a tree during Earth Day, April
22.
“Maybe we can start doing a tradition
every year during Earth Day and have
that special something for SGA to give to
campus,” Flores said.
SGA
President
Arturo
Guerra
congratulated College of Liberal Arts
Senator Marisol Cervantes for winning
a $500 Professional Women Speak
scholarship, which was awarded during
the organization’s conference March 23.

Classified

Help wanted: Shenanigans needs female

wait staff. Looking for: Attractive, bar
experience, ambitious, reliable, punctual,
professional, entertaining, driven. More $ we

make, the more $ you make! Ages 18 +, TABCCertified preferred. Apply at: Shenanigans Bar
and Grill, 2451 Pablo Kisel Blvd. Brownsville,
Texas. (956) 986-2337.
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Unexpected family

By Kaila Contreras
COLUMNIST

Never in my life would I
imagine earning the friends that
I have now. Stacy, Georgina,
Philip, Liz, Manti, Nereyda,
Mirzelen and Jose have not only
become my friends but, most
important, my brothers and
sisters.
If you were to see the nine of
us together, you’d think we’re
an odd bunch of people hanging
out together but we don’t see

it that way. It’s our different
personalities that complement
each other to make our family
strong.
Just like other families, we
don’t always agree on everything
and, sometimes, we yell at each
other out of frustration, but at
the end of the day we always
come together as one. I believe
the arguments we have make
us stronger as a family because
whether we like it or not, arguing
can’t always be avoided.
As time has passed, our
friendship has become stronger.
I have learned to love every one
for who they are and I want them
to know that I will help them with
anything that they need because
I know that they would do the
same for me.
We have different ambitions in
life but I know that, together, we
can make anything possible.

i Think

What do you think about a Texas Legislature bill that
would allow university students and staff to carry a
concealed handgun on campus?

“ Yeah, if the state legislature has to pass this bill in order for
people to feel more safe, people to feel more at ease, then by all
means, yeah. But just remember the government should keep it
as strict as possible.”
Francisco Arriaga
Finance freshman

My opinion is that I think
it’s all good. As long as
there are regulations
and as long as no one
gets hurt, I don’t see a
problem with people
carrying a gun.”
Juan Rodriguez
Government junior

“I would not allow that. You don’t
know what’s on people’s minds.
There are people that are really
crazy and you don’t want
people like that carrying
around guns. Either way,
guns are dangerous for us.
We are too young.”
Mónica Reyna
Early education
freshman

--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez
--Photos by Bryan Romero
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Arizona gun proponents launch free gun program
By Cristina Silva
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TUCSON, Ariz. --A campaign
promising free shotguns for
people to protect themselves
in Tucson’s most troubled
neighborhoods has divided
some residents in a community
still reeling from a shooting
rampage in 2011 that killed six
people, left a congresswoman
and several others wounded,
and made the city a symbol of
gun violence in America.
The Armed Citizen Project is
part of a national campaign to
give shotguns to single women
and homeowners in the nation’s
crime-ridden neighborhoods,
an effort that comes amid a
national debate on gun control
after mass shootings in Arizona,
Colorado and Connecticut.
While towns in Idaho, Utah,
Virginia and Pennsylvania
have
debated
ordinances
recommending gun ownership,
the gun giveaway effort appears
to be the first of its kind.
“If you are not willing to
protect the citizens of Tucson,
someone is going to do it, why
not me? Why not have armed
citizens protecting themselves,”
said Shaun McClusky, a real
estate agent who plans to start
handing out shotguns by May.
Arizona gun proponents have
donated about $12,500 to fund
the gun giveaway and McClusky,

Ross D. Franklin/Associated Press
Former Tucson, Ariz. mayoral candidate Shaun McClusky poses with a shotgun at Black Weapons Armory in Tucson,
last Thursday. The weapon is similar to those to be given away as part of a privately funded program he is launching
to provide residents in crime-prone areas with free shotguns so they can defend themselves against criminals.

a former mayoral and city
council candidate, hopes to
collect enough to eventually
arm entire neighborhoods.
Participants
will
receive
training on how to properly use,
handle and store their weapon,
as well as trigger locks. It costs
about $400 per participant for
the weapon and training.

Tucson
police
officials
declined to discuss the gun
program or public safety
concerns,
but
statistics
published by the department
show violent crime was at a 13year low in 2010, with 3,332
incidents. That compares with
5,116 violent crimes--including
homicides, sexual assaults,

and robberies--in 1997. Tucson
averages about 50 homicides a
year.
“Just like any other city in
Arizona and in the nation we
have our issues, but it is not
crime-ridden,” said Vice Mayor
Regina Romero. “I would never
say you have to carry a gun or
you have to be afraid for your

life.”
Research
has
produced
inconclusive results on whether
defensive gun use lowers crime.
Some research suggests guns
result in more suicides and
accidental deaths, while other
studies have shown criminals
are wary of gun owners.
“People don’t want to confront
an armed person at home,” said
Garen J. Wintemute, director
of the UC Davis Violence
Prevention Research Program.
“But, separately, there is solid
evidence that in communities
with higher rates of gun
ownership, burglary rates are
up, not down, and that’s because
guns are hot loot.”
Wintemute said it’s likely
the risk of violence in the
home participating in the gun
giveaway will go up.
But those behind the program
argue shotguns are affordable,
easy to use and don’t require
precise aim when shooting,
making them the perfect home
protection weapon. The goal is
to arm hundreds of people in
Tucson, Houston, New York,
Chicago, Detroit and at least
10 other cities by the end of the
year.
“It is our hypothesis that
criminals have no desire to die
in your hallway. We want to
use that fear,” said Kyle Coplen,
29, the project’s founder and a
University of Houston graduate

See GUN, Page 7
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An incantation
Illness during childhood
led 2012 Texas Poet
Laureate to writing
By Rick Saldivar
THE COLLEGIAN

About 80 people heard 2012 Texas Poet
Laureate Jan E. Seale read her poem,
“Nape,” during a presentation March 25
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón.
Seale was invited to share some of her
work as part of the Writers Live Series,
an event sponsored by the Student Life
Department and College of Liberal Arts.
Afterward, she autographed books for
her audience and took photographs with
some of her admirers.
“Nape” is included in her 2011 book of
poetry of the same name.
A resident of McAllen, the poet laureate
was born in the North Texas city of Pilot
Point, attended Baylor University for two
years and graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in English from the University
of Louisville in Kentucky. After having
three children, Seale then earned her
master’s in English at the University of
North Texas.
“I started [writing] when I was very
young,” Seale told The Collegian in an
interview after the reading. “I was 6 years
old. I had tuberculosis, and I couldn’t go
to school. There was no television--very
little for a child to do. I was very drawn to
the sound [of poems]. I remember sitting
and holding my ear and rocking back and
forth and saying these poems. … I felt
there was something very special about
these rhythms and rhymes.”
Seale has been writing for about 65
years.
“When I got out of college, in about
1963, I published some poems and I also
published magazine articles because I
was very busy having babies in the 1960s.
… I wrote things like how to fold a diaper
and how to talk to your doctor on the

Rick Saldivar/Collegian
2012 Texas Poet Laureate Jan E. Seale reads the poem “Nape,” to an estimated crowd of 80
students, faculty and staff on March 25. “Nape” is also the title of her 2011 volume of poetry.

telephone,” Seale said. “As I got older I
began to publish quite extensively--short
stories and poems.”
In recent years, Seale has conducted
workshops for professional writers and
students.
Asked how she was named the 2012
Texas Poet Laureate, Seale replied:
“Anyone can be nominated and someone
nominated me. It went to the Texas
Commission of the Arts, which handles
the applications. … Then they go to a
committee who selects finalists and
then those names are sent to the [Texas]
Legislature and the Legislature actually
selects the four artists. … There are
four [state artists]. There’s a Texas poet

laureate, a state musician, a state 2-D
artist and a state 3-D artist.”
Seale said she writes out of the sense of
joy, wonderment, pleasure or meditation.
“I feel so blessed to have had a long
life and to experience both the good
and the bad and to now come to a place,
somewhat, of wisdom,” Seale said. “What
I like to do in my writing is to make people
see their lives in 3-D and experience
every day and just realize what a privilege
it is to exist--to be a human. I hope that
comes across in my writings.”
She is working on four manuscripts,
including a family book on creativity and
a collection of essays. Her latest book
of poetry, “Jan Seale: New and Selected

“Here’s praise to the nape of
the neck,
a much neglected organ.
Become a nape watcher
and you see strawberries
stamped
at the turnstile of birth; an
overhang of hair—
natural queue, leftover of the
widow’s peak,
or tail of a valentine, which
leads me to say
the nape of the neck is a touch
key of love:
feather-stroked, the whole
board lights up.
The hair at the nape stays
young forever.
Ancients go to their graves
black-naped
which leads me to say: when
I die,
I’d rather not be redeemed like
a gymnast recovering
on a trampoline, springing
from grave
to feet blinded by an eastern
sun. Rather
let God come like a thick dumb
mother cat,
pick up what’s left by the nape
of its neck,
and move it to safe quarters.”

Poems” (Texas Christian University
Press), debuts this week.
English Lecturer Christopher Carmona
helps coordinate the series.
“Jan Seale is a fixture in Texas poetry,”
Carmona said. “She’s been doing this for
a long time. … Her poetry is political as
well as observational. Jan works a lot
and I think it really goes to show you
that someone who keeps on working can
achieve something like becoming the
poet laureate of Texas. That’s a pretty big
deal.”
According to the Texas State Library
and Archives Commission, there have
been 48 writers, prior to Seale, appointed

See POET, Page 11

Honoring
scholars

Joe Molina/Collegian Photos
Carolina Lopez (second from left), a UT-Brownsville bilingual studies doctoral student, stands between her parents
Feliciano and Maria Celia Garate as she receives a $500 scholarship from Professional Women Speak Chair Olga
García.
UT-Brownsville Associate Vice President for
Academic Affairs Ethel Cantu (from left) poses
with 2013 Spring Professional Women Speak
Conference guest speakers: Brownsville
Commissioner at Large-B Rose Gowen, South
Padre Island Kangaroo Club owner Dianna Rojas
and First Community Bank Business Development
Officer Sandra Langley. The conference, whose
theme was “Creating a Culture of Lifelong
Health and Exercise,” was held March 23 in the
Education and Business Complex’s Salón Cassia.
Cantu is a co-founder of PWS.
Photo Courtesy Tony Peña

Marisol Cervantes, a University of Texas at Brownsville
psychology graduate student, receives a $500
Professional Women Speak scholarship during the
organization’s conference March 23. Cervantes received
the award for outstanding academic achievement and
dedication to leadership.
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Cinema
alfresco

Continued from Page 5

Alex Rodriguez/Collegian
Students gather around an inflatable screen to watch “This Is 40” last Thursday night on the Student Union Lawn.
The comedy stars Paul Rudd and Leslie Mann. About 150 people attended the “Movie Under the Stars” screening
sponsored by the Campus Activities Board and the Office of Student Life.

student.
Tucson became a symbol
of America’s gun violence
in 2011 when a mentally ill
man opened fire at a political
meet-and-greet hosted by
then-Rep. Gabrielle Giffords
outside
a
Tucson-area
supermarket. Giffords, who
is still recovering from her
critical wounds, has in recent
months become a champion
of universal background
gun checks and other gun
restrictions
denounced
by
Second
Amendment
proponents.
Moved
by
Giffords’
advocacy, the Tucson City
Council recently approved a
measure requiring universal
background checks at gun
shows held on city property.
City officials said the gun
giveaway program appears
to be legal, so they have no
recourse to shut it down.

7

One of the neighborhoods
targeted by the program
is Pueblo Gardens, an
ethnically diverse, blue-collar
neighborhood in southern
Tucson where residents say
occasional shootings, drug
busts and car thefts are not
uncommon.
The no-frills landscape is
dotted with pickup trucks,
palm trees, window bars,
cacti, chain fences and toylittered lawns. Many residents
own guns, if only because of
the handful of sex offenders
who call the area home.
More than 90 percent of the
humble, single-story homes
are occupied by renters.
Pueblo Gardens could
benefit from a public safety
campaign, but some residents
say they are appalled anyone
would think the answer is
more guns.
“We could take that $400
per shotgun and give it to
these people so they could

See GUN, Page 11

Announcements
SGA Elections

Tuesday: The Student Government
Association is accepting applications
from students who would like to run for a
seat in the 2013-2014 University of Texas
at Brownsville Student Government
Association. Applications must be turned
by 5 p.m. to the Dean of Students Office,
located in the Student Services Building.
Voting will begin at 8 a.m. April 8 via
Blackboard and end at 4 p.m. April 10.
For more information, call Heather
Olague, University Scholars coordinator
at 882-5141.

‘Fine Art of Balancing All’

Wednesday: The Student Success
Center will conduct a workshop for
sophomores titled “On the Wire: Fine
Art of Balancing All” from noon to 1
p.m. in Cardenas Hall North 116. In this
workshop, students will learn ways to
balance and multi-tasks daily activities.
For more information, call 882-8292.

Busy Moms Support Group

Thursday: Student Health Services
invites UTB/TSC students who are
mothers to participate in the Busy
Moms Support Group from noon to 1
p.m. every Thursday in Cortez Hall 237
until May 17. The purpose of the group
is to educate mothers in parenting skills,
child development, mental health issues,
learning processes, health and safety
for children and wellness and health for
mothers. This Thursday’s topic is “SelfCare.” For more information, call 8823896.

Texas Legislature Forum

Gran Salón. General admission is $35
and student admission is $25. Tickets
can be purchased until today. This
foundation grants wishes to children
with life-threatening illnesses. For more
information, call Dingbat Productions
President Ivette Ugalde at 517-7712.

Student Leadership Conference

Saturday: The Office of Student
Life and Student Government
Association invite UTB/TSC students
to attend the Spring 2013 Student
Leadership Conference “Learn Today,
Lead Tomorrow” from 8:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. in the SET-B Lecture Hall and
Student Union. Students will participate
in hands-on workshops and listen to
presentations given by student leaders.
Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m.
in the lecture hall, or students can
register online at http://iamthehero.
eventbrite.com. The deadline to register
is April 3. Admission is free and the
event will include a light breakfast,
lunch and conference materials. The
first 100 students to sign up will receive
a free conference T-shirt. For more
information, call Student Life at 8825138.

Free Food

Sunday: The Gathering, a student
organization at UTB/TSC, will provide
free food for students during a meet and
greet at 7:30 p.m. in Casa Bella. For more
information, e-mail gatheringutb.@
gmail.com.

Donate Clothes

Friday: The University of Texas at
Brownsville will conduct a forum on
the 83rd session of the Texas Legislature
from 2 to 4 p.m.in the Education and
Business Complex’s Salón Cassia. The
issues to be discussed include education,
healthcare, water resources and the
budget. For more information, e-mail
Mark Kaswan, assistant professor in
the Government Department at mark.
kaswan@utb.edu

April 10: The S.T.E.M. Learning
Communities Program is accepting
donations of clothes from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. until April 10 in the University
Boulevard Classroom Building for the
fourth annual Student Professionalism
Conference, titled “Dress for Success
Professional Attire,” scheduled April
15 on the Student Union lawn. For more
information, call Title V Administrative
Assistant Judy Moreno at 882-7004 or
e-mail at judy.moreno@utb.edu.

Catwalk for Cancer

Writers Live

Saturday: Dingbat Productions
will host its second annual Catwalk
for Cancer Fashion Show from
6 to 10 p.m. in the Student Union’s

April 11: Novelist Sara Marie Ortiz
will be the featured speaker in Writers
Live series, scheduled from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Student Union’s Gran

Salón. Admission is free. The series is
sponsored by the Office of Student
Life and the College of Liberal Arts.
For more information, call Student Life
at 882-5138.

‘Declaring a Major’ Workshop

April 11: Learn about the different
careers in the Student Success Center
workshop, “It’s a Major Decision:
Declaring a Major, Internships,
Career Services,” scheduled from
noon to 1 p.m. in Cardenas Hall North
116. For more information, call 8828292.

CASA Superhero 5K Race

April 13: The Court Appointed
Special Advocates program will host
its third annual CASA Superhero
5K Race from 8 to 10 a.m. at the
Brownsville Sports Complex. The preregistration fee is $20 until Saturday,
$25 on the race day. Applications can
be picked up at CASA of Cameron and
Willacy Counties, 647 E. St. Charles St.
Refreshments will be provided. The first
200 people to register will receive a free
T-shirt. For more information, call CASA
at 546-6545.

Save Texas Rivers Campaign

April 14: Environment Texas is
hiring students as interns for its Save
Texas Rivers campaign. Applications
must be turned in before April 14. The
purpose of the campaign is to secure
more funding from the state government
for low-cost, commonsense water
conservation projects. The interns will
gain experience in media relations,
recruitment, event planning, lobbying
and more. For more information, call
Ben Hellerstein, Brownsville field
organizer for Environment Texas, at
(914) 420-9706 or e-mail him at ben@
greencorps.org.

as a dress rehearsal from 4:30-5:30
p.m. April 12. Prizes will be announced
as the deadline approaches. The club
sponsoring the highest-ranked pair will
be recognized. For more information,
contact Title V Career Counselor Career
Johanna Torres at johanna.torres@
utb.edu or Graduate Assistant David
Boon at david.boon40@utb.edu.

Bougainvillea Court Applications

April 16: Applications for candidacy
in the 2013 Bougainvillea Court
elections are available in the Office
of Student Life and must be turned in
before 5 p.m. April 16 in Student Union
2.16. Applicants must be members of a
current registered student organization
that is in good standing with the Office
of Student Life. “A Night in Old
Hollywood” is the theme of this year’s
Bougainvillea Ball, scheduled from 6
to 11 p.m. April 27 in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón. For more information, call
882-5138 or visit www.studentlife.utb.
edu.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
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Needed: Fashion show models

April 15: The third annual Dress for
Success Professionalism Fashion
Show is looking for models. Student
organizations are encouraged to sponsor
a male-female pair of models to compete.
The fashion show will take place from
noon to 1 p.m. April 15. Models will be
required to be available 30 minutes
in advance for preparations, as well

Mention us on TWITTER

#utbcollegian
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TSC student services center in the works
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Texas Southmost College is remodeling a portion of the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library for a One-Stop Student Services and Registration Center that
will consist of an office of admissions, financial aid center, a testing center, advising area, an Apply Texas and FAFSA lab and a veterans center. The center is
expected to open the first week of May.

By Héctor Aguilar
THE COLLEGIAN

The plan to open a OneStop Student Services and
Registration Center is still in
gear for the first week of May,
Texas
Southmost
College
officials say.
The
center
for
which
renovation kicked off during
Spring Break will be housed
in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library and will
consist of various components.
“What we’re doing now is
we’re creating a one-stop shop
in that area, so that will house
our admissions, our financial
aid, our testing center, our
advising area, and our Apply
Texas and FAFSA lab,” Mike
Shannon, TSC associate vice
president of Student Services,
told The Collegian during a
tour of the area March 27.
Shannon believes that a first
impression and a welcoming
atmosphere for TSC students
and their parents is very
important and for that reason
TSC will pay close attention

to making things studentfriendly.
“It’s our goal that the only
challenges our students should
face are in the classroom,” he
said. “That’s where you should
be challenged. You shouldn’t
be challenged here in our
processes.”
The first component of the
center will be the welcome
desk, where students will be
greeted and directed to the
appropriate office.
An
admissions
section
and lab will be available to
get students ready for the
enrollment process.
They will be able to receive
help with Apply Texas and
FAFSA applications in the lab.
“On the admissions side, we
probably have a total of about
seven or eight full-time staff,
but we’re going to supplement
with a lot of student employees,”
Shannon said.
These student employees will
help fellow students register in
the lab section of the center.
Students who are veterans
will also have a section in

the center that caters to their
needs.
“[It’s] a place where they can
come throughout the day and
hang out with other veteran
students,” Shannon said. “They
seem to do well when they’re
able to have a place together
where they can kind of talk
and work through issues.
We’ll also do counseling out of
there. We’ll do peer counseling,
family counseling, tutoring for
veterans, try to provide every
service in this one space.”
Students will be able to take
the COMPASS and Accuplacer
tests in the testing center of the
facility as well. Testing for high
school students, automotive
mechanic
and
electrician
certifications will also be
available there.
An advising center will also
be located on site. Shannon said
advisers will teach mandatory
seminar courses, which will
allow them to interact with
students.
“One of the exciting things
that we’re doing is not only
will the advisers do the typical

Serving
the

community

place

United Blood Services Donor Care Specialist
Amanda Marroquin receives a blood donation
from sophomore engineering major David
Madinaveitia last Tuesday in South Hall 117.
The event was part of the College Assistance
Migrant Program’s observance of National
Farmworkers Awareness Week. The goal of
collecting 80 units was met and 46 students
helped promote the event and sign up donors,
CAMP Program Director Noel Rodriguez told
The Collegian.
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advising that you expect
with students, they’ll also be
teaching our freshman seminar
course,” he said. “So the same
students that they’re working
with as far as advising, they’ll
have in class, one hour a week
throughout the semester.”
A number of positions for the
center were made available the
week of March 18.
“Right now, we have about
a third of the positions
advertised,” Shannon said. “We
should have a few more posted
on the website. … Over the next
couple of days, all the positions
will be posted for the center.
“Our goal is to complete the
interview process within the
next two weeks and it’ll be just
determining their start date
based on how much notice
they’ll have to give to their
employer, so that’ll be the final
determining factor.”
Staff will be trained between
the time they are hired and the
first week of May.
For
more
details
or
updates on the center visit,
www.tsc.edu.

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
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Continued from Page 1

and in Spanish and in other
Mexican languages, and she’s on the
track to win a Grammy, which she
did. This is a no-brainer,” Barnard
said.
Downs
defends
Mexican
indigenous languages as they are a
source of pride for her.
“It’s really important for me to
consider indigenous languages
because, historically, in Mexico
people were forbidden to speak
them. Therefore, in some cases,
they have been lost but, fortunately,
it now seems that in Oaxaca, where
I live part of the time, their use
has been growing. ... I think this
is important because we learn a
lot about Mother Nature and the
indigenous philosophy.”
The album consists of 14 songs,
six written by Downs and her
husband and manager, Paul Cohen,
as well as hits from singers such as
Marco Antonio Solís, José Alfredo
Jiménez, Macedonio Alcalá and
Cuco Sánchez.
One of the songs, “La Reina
del Inframundo” (Queen of the

Underworld), is a tribute to “the
women that make tortillas who are
the Mexican force,” and it is also an
anthem to maize.
In this musical production,
the singer collaborated with the
Colombian folk singer, Totó la
Momposina, and the Mexican singer
of cumbia, Celso Piña, among
others.
The Argentine folk singer
Mercedes Sosa has served as
inspiration for Downs.
“It has been a gift to work with
Mercedes Sosa, who is a great singer
whom I have admired a lot in my
life,” Downs said. “She has been one
of my primary musical influences
and also because of her ideals, and
it was a unique experience because
I was able to meet her a few months
before she passed away, so it was a
privilege to be able to record with
her.”
Asked what she hopes to transmit
through her songs, she replied: “I
would like for us as people to love
each other more. Because I am a
daughter of different races, for me it
has always been important to bring
these communities together.”
She said it is important for there

to be dialogue between different
cultures to be able to come to
common ground.
International Student Adviser II
Aragelia Salazar is among those
who will attend the concert.
“I’m hoping for a whole diversity
of culture,” Salazar said. “Obviously,
her voice is very distinctive, it’s
great. She’s a complete artist, full of
magic and a lot of fantasy. So, I hope
all of that can be coupled with her
show. Her presence is phenomenal.”
Barnard said that along with her
band, the audience can expect a big
video screen, and “all of your senses
will be engaged.”
“She is so dynamic and
captivating that you won’t be able to
take your eyes off her,” he said.
Downs has released several
albums, including “La Sandunga”
(1999), “La Cantina” (1999), “Árbol
de la Vida/Tree of Life” (2000),
“Una Sangre/One Blood” (2004)
and “Ojo de Culebra/Shake Away”
(2008), and has played roles in
such films as “Frida” and “Fados,”
a documentary by Spanish director
Carlos Saura.
For tickets, access http://www.
utb.edu/edcs/tac or call 882-8587.
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MEXICO

Continued from Page 1

Institutional
Revolutionary
Party, or PRI.
The political climate has
seen a positive change with the
signing of “Pacto por México”
on Dec. 2, 2012, by the three
main parties that occupy most
of the seats in congress. The pact
will have the parties working
together for the betterment of
the country.
The Mexican government has
one of the lowest tax collections
within the Organization for
Economic Co-Operation and
Development. In order to
improve this, Laborín said
congress will have to focus on
two major areas: simplifying
the tax system and increasing
government revenues.
The financial reform will
bring opportunity to improve
the Mexican education system,
because “if we don’t invest in
education the right way, we are
not going to be able to grow,”
Laborín said.
He said the education reform
will focus on three main
objectives:

POET

Continued from Page 6

Texas poet laureate.
Ingrid Lopez, a junior
psychology and English major
who attended the presentation,
said she enjoyed Seale’s
personality the most.
“She seemed very easygoing
and at home while reading the
poems to her audience,” Lopez
said. “I’m very interested in
poetry. … It definitely helped
me in the sense that it gives
me an idea of where published
writers get their ideas from and
how I can grow as a writer.”
The Writers Live Series’

GUN

Continued from Page 7

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Members of Dingbat Productions help prepare and sell smoothies last Tuesday on the Student Union
lawn. The fraternity Mu Alpha Nu also participated in the fundraiser for the Make a Wish Foundation,
which also featured a cream-pie throwing event. From left are Dingbat Productions Treasurer Jorge
Luis Gonzalez, member Victor Hinojosa, President Ivette Ugalde and member Amelie Garcia.

RESEARCH

Continued from Page 1

University of Texas Health
Science Center at San Antonio
and the Regional Academic
Health Center. Speakers and their
topics are Associate Professor
Subramanian Dhandayuthapani,
“Genetically Engineered Vaccines
to
Tuberculosis”;
Assistant
Professor Virginia Schofield,
“Thyroid
Hormone
Control
of the Intestine via the Gut
Nervous System”; Associate
Professor
Shivani
Kaushal
Maffi, “Using Microscopy as a
Tool to Determine the Role of
Oxidative Stress and Antioxidant
Homeostasis in Developing Brain

Cells”; and Assistant Professor
Benxu Cheng, “IGF-1 and Retinoic
Acid Mediate Neuroprotection
against Proteasome InhibitionInduced Cytotoxicity in Human
Neuroblastoma SH-SY5Y Cells.”
Alberto Davila, the V.F. “Doc”
and Gertrude M. Neuhaus
Chair for Entrepreneurship at
the University of Texas-Pan
American, will kick off the School
of Business Symposium at 1 p.m.
Wednesday in EDBC 1.502 with a
lecture titled “On the Earnings and
Employment of Female Hispanic
Entrepreneurs in the 2000s.”
Davila will be followed by Texas
A&M International University
Killam Distinguished Associate
Professor George R.G. Clarke,

“Corruption and Development.”
The College of Nursing will
conduct its symposium from 7:30
a.m. to noon Thursday in SET-B
1.102. Ellen Fineout-Overholt,
dean of the Groner School of
Professional Studies and Nursing
Department chair at East Texas
Baptist University, will be the
keynote speaker. Her lecture is
titled “Evidence-Based Practice in
Nursing and Healthcare.”
Poster and oral presentations
will be presented Friday in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón.
Roy G. Smith, chairman of the
Department of Metabolism and
Aging at the Scripps Research
Institute in Florida, will deliver
the keynote speech at noon.

go buy groceries, pay rent, pay
their utility bills, something
useful,” said neighborhood
association president Cindy
Fayala. “Vigilantism is not the
answer.”
McClusky argued that like
signs posted in yards advertising
alarm systems, signs that warn
the homeowners have guns
would get the message across,
he said.
“I’d like to prevent them from
becoming a victim,” he said.
At least 13 single women in
Houston have already benefited
from the program.
Tiffany Braggs, 44, said she
had never owned or fired a
gun before she signed up for

“The purpose of the research
symposium [is to] showcase all of
the scholarly research work across
campus from all the different
areas, stemming from education
to health to business,” said Special
Projects Coordinator Maria Julie
Cuvillier.
Those participating in the
symposia a are undergraduate
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--improve the quality of
elementary schools;
--increase the number of
students in high school and
college;
--and repossess the autonomy
of the government in the
national education.
“We are passing a reform on
telecommunications, where we
have huge monopolies that are
going to disappear,” Laborín
said. “There are new rules that
will save Mexico $25 billion a
year.”
Currently, América Móvil
owns 70 percent of fixed lines
and mobile phone service and
Televisa has 70 percent of the
market share of free-to-air
viewers and about 50 percent
the pay-TV market.
Laborín said that Jim O’Neill,
chairman of Goldman Sachs
Asset Management, predicts
that in eight years Mexico
will become the seventhlargest economy in the world.
Currently, it’s the 11th largest.
“You’re going to have a
partner instead of a problem
on the other side of the border,”
Laborín said.

final guest for the academic
year will be Sara Marie Ortiz,
an Acoma Pueblo memoirist,
poet, scholar, youth trainer,
filmmaker, and indigenous
peoples advocate. The two-day
event will begin at 7:30 p.m.
April 11 in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón. She will conduct a
creative writing workshop from
10:30 a.m. to noon April 12 in
the same location, followed
by a Student Life Department
sponsored lunch with the
author from noon to 1 p.m.
Admission to the event is free,
but Carmona asks that anyone
interested in attending RSVP to
christopher.carmona@utb.edu.

The Armed Citizen Project in
Houston after her condominium
management board warned
residents of growing crime.
“I feel a little bit more secure
knowing that I can defend my
home and my children,” said
Braggs, who now plans to buy
a handgun to keep in her purse.
Alan M. Gottlieb, founder
of the Second Amendment
Foundation in Bellevue, Wash.,
said he expects to see more gun
giveaways as President Barack
Obama and other leaders call
for gun restrictions.
“All this is happening because
it’s a pushback,” he said. “If
others weren’t screaming for
more control you wouldn’t
see all the sales for guns and
ammunition.”

and graduate students, those
who have earned doctorates and
faculty members, Cuvillier said.
“Last year, we had about 100
attendants,” she said. “We expect
around the same, maybe a little
bit more.”
The event will conclude with an
awards ceremony after Smith’s
presentation.
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Master Chorale milestone

Concert to celebrate group’s 10th year, honor director
By Cori Aiken
THE COLLEGIAN

Dianne Brumley remembers the
beginning of the University Master
Chorale as if it were yesterday, speaking
with Fine Arts Chair Sue Zanne Urbis
about establishing a choral music program
and an elite group like the master chorale.
This year marks the 10th anniversary
of the University Master Chorale and the
retirement of Brumley as its conductor
and director of choral studies.
“Our first year, we began with 16
students; now the chorale has 60 to 65,”
she said in an interview with The Collegian
last Wednesday.
Her tenure as conductor of the Master
Chorale has taken her around the world,
from opening the St. Patrick’s Day
festivities in Dublin, Ireland, in 2007 to
singing at St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican
in Rome in 2009.

“This university has been so giving and
has given us the opportunity to do so many
wonderful things,” Brumley said.
The pinnacle of her career, however, was
when the chorale was invited by the Texas
Educators Music Association to sing for
the convention in San Antonio in 2011.
“This is the largest music educator
association in the world, and to receive the
invitation and to be able to perform at that
convention is a huge validation, especially
for us here in the [Rio Grande] Valley,”
Brumley said.
Senior multidisciplinary studies major
Lizetty Medina remembers her audition
process for the Master Chorale her
freshman year.
“I had already met Mrs. Brumley from
high school clinics with my choir and
I knew she had a certain standard that
she wanted, and I wanted to reach to her
level,” Medina said. “It was a great feeling
to know that I had been accepted.”

University Master
Chorale Director
Dianne Brumley
is retiring at
the end of the
academic year.

2012 UTB/TSC
communication
graduate
and
Master
Chorale
alumna
Keren
Mascorro’s advice for newcomers in the
Master Chorale is to “savor every moment.”
“Moments in music come and go so
quickly and you only have the memory of
it,” Mascorro said.
She also emphasized the importance of
listening to your fellow singers.
“Consider everyone around you, you’ll
learn from your directors but learn from
your peers, too,” Mascorro said.
Brumley is excited for what the future

Capturing Mexico’s beauty
By Cori Aiken
THE COLLEGIAN

Crystal-blue Caribbean waters,
ancient Mayan ruins, picturesque
plazas and cascading waterfalls
are just some of the colorful
images from Mexico that will
make their way to the University
Library beginning April 11 with
an exhibit titled “Recordando
México” (Remembering Mexico)
by Mexican photographer Julieta
Contreras.
Milagro
Hernandez,
coordinator of special events for
the library, said the exhibit is
perfect for our area, a city where
two countries and their cultures
combine.
“We are on the border, we try
to learn as much as we can about
both cultures,” Hernandez said.
She said the attention-grabbing
beauty of the photos will draw
students to learn more, “to be
able to see a photo that captures
your attention, something you
would want to learn more about.
“The library has a large variety
of books to choose from to check
out to read and learn more,”

This photo of
Guaymas, Sonora,
Mexico, by Julieta
Contreras is one
of several that
will be on exhibit
in the University
Library beginning
April 11.

Hernandez said.
She
said
photographer Contreras
wishes to open viewers’ eyes to
the beauty of her country, “to
exhibit the different colorful
landscapes, traditions and the
culture of Mexico and also to be
able to share with people who
might not be able to travel to the
country.”
Some of the areas featured
in the exhibit are Guanajuato,
Guadalajara, Chiapas, Cancún,
Tulum,
Zacatecas,
Sonora,
Monterrey, San Luis Potosí and
Yucatán.
“There is a lot of beauty
to Mexico,” Hernandez said.
“Students may want to travel
and learn more about the cities
that are featured in the upcoming

Horoscopes
Aries (March 21-April 19): Carefully
analyze your life and come up with what
you want to do for the next few years,
Aries. You need to analyze your dreams
because your subconscious holds the
key to what you really want. If you suffer
from a common ailment, make sure you
treat it early on.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): If you
have an attentive ear, there are people
who want to tell you something. Listening
to what others have to say will be an
advantage. Flex your muscles this week;
it’s time that you work out.
Gemini (May 21-June 21): Could
you do things any better, Gemini? Not
really, you’ve got excellent tactics that
others admire about you. You provide
the essential ingredients needed for a
fun time, which is why others seek your
company.

Photo Courtesy Office of News & Information

holds and already has plans in order.
“I’m retiring from the university, but I
am not retiring from music,” she said. “I
really hope that with more free time I have
the opportunity to mentor young teachers,
continue to do workshops and clinics for
school districts. I think there is a book
I’d like to write regarding teaching music
to disadvantaged students. I have a lot of
things I want to do.”
She says her time at UTB/TSC has been

See CHORALE, Page 14

DON’T MISS OUT
Lucha Libre

Courtesy Photo

exhibit.”
The library and archives center
has an abundant collection of
books on the cities of Mexico
featured in Contreras’ exhibit,
including topics such as Mexican
history and cultures, the Mayans,
Chiapas and Yucatán. Any UTB/
TSC student has access to the
archives center.
An opening reception will
take place at 6:30 p.m. April 11
at the University Library. Select
photos from the exhibit will be on
display in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library. The exhibit
ends May 10.
For more information on
the exhibit or library archive
information, call 882-8221.

Thursday: Javier Martinez, interim dean of the College of
Liberal Arts, and Rogelio Agrasánchez, a historian and curator
of Agrasánchez’s Film Archives, will present lectures on “Lucha
Libre as Cultural Dynamic,” at 6:30 p.m. in the Education and
Business Complex’s Salón Cassia. Admission is free. The event is
sponsored by the Office of Global Engagement, International Student
Organization and the Mexican Consulate.
Student Piano Concert
Thursday: Senior music major Juan Torres will perform piano
music at 7:30 p.m. in the Arts Center. Admission is free. For more
information, call 882-7025.
Lila Downs Concert
Saturday: 2013 Grammy winner Lila Downs will perform
in concert at 7:30 p.m. in the Arts Center as part of the Signature
Series. The concert will feature Downs’ unique reinvention of
traditional Mexican music and original compositions. For tickets ($55
to $85), call 882-7750.
Writers Live Series
April 11: Memoirist, poet and scholar Sara Marie Ortiz will speak
at 7:30 p.m. in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. Ortiz’s lecture is part
of the “Writers Live Series” sponsored by the Office of Student
Life and College of Liberal Art’s English Department.
‘The Big Pastels’
Ending Sunday: An exhibition of drawings by artist Nancy Moyer
at Galeria 409 will end April 7. The gallery is located at 409 E. 13th St.
Admission is free. Gallery hours are noon to 5 p.m. Friday through
Sunday.
--Compiled by Cori Aiken

‘It’s not Héctor’s fault; he just writes what the planets tell him.’
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Keep
your patience this week, especially with
incessant pesky people. Pay attention
to deadlines if you want to triumph this
week, Cancer. Choose a favorite activity
to pick up this weekend.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): It’s up to you
not to waste your time, Leo. When all is
said and done you want to have something
that shows all your hard work. In order to
improve your love life, think about what
is best for the other person as well.
Virgo
(Aug.
23-Sept.
22):
Economically speaking, you need to be
more responsible. Earning minimum
wage and living it up like Paris Hilton
just won’t do, unless your objective is
bankruptcy. Be responsible and things
will work out well.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Find a way
to put the finishing touch on things. You
have tons of projects you want to complete

around the house; take the weekend to do
that. You waited a long time for what you
have now, so enjoy it and remember the
road that took you there.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Rest is
what you’re desperately in need of this
week. You’ve been spreading yourself too
thin. With all the running around that you
do, you need to remember about yourself.
Don’t forget to eat three meals a day and
squeeze some exercise somewhere into
your schedule.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Ultimately, you need to leave your manias
behind you. No one is willing to put up
with your bossy attitude, so eliminate it.
While you may think the world revolves
around you, you are mistaken. Take some
time to reflect on outside factors and
learn to deal with not always getting what
you want.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan 19): Last
week was hard for you; however, you’ve
got the drive and motivation to come out
successful. Your friends also appreciate
all the help and support for which you
are known. Your house of love has been
upgraded to a love mansion. Great
romantic things are headed your way, and
fast. A weekend retreat with your loved one
is on the horizon; make it happen.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Every day
has been merging onto the next. You’re
anxious for a change of huge magnitude.
The only way that’s going to happen is if
you buy your ticket out of your mental
dungeon. Be positive, productive and
passionate.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): Strive for
the best, Pisces! Set goals and try to meet
them, then set some more. Don’t stop. Life
is a never-ending battle, so be prepared for
the punches and enjoy the good moments.

ON CAMPUS

April 1, 2013
THE COLLEGIAN

13

14

SPORTS

April 1, 2013
THE COLLEGIAN

Bluebonnet
Classic

Athlete

Week
of the

Women take
9th place in
tournament

Sophomore Alainey Muro practices at the
Rancho Viejo Country Club earlier this
semester. Muro scored the best individually
for UTB/TSC and tied for 10th place with
a two-day score of 157 in the Bluebonnet
Classic tournament, held March 25 and 26
in Grand Prairie.

Collegian: “The course wasn’t a
very difficult course but we did
struggle a little bit because of the
conditions. But, overall, I think we
got some good feedback from the
tournament and we know what
we need to work on to improve for
conference.”
Northwood University was the
overall leader with a final team
score of 618.
Both the men’s and women’s
teams will compete in the Bash
at the Beach tournament hosted
by Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University April 6 and 7 on the
LPGA International Golf Course in
Daytona Beach, Fla.

Name: Saad Milan
Classification: Sophomore
Major: International Business
Sport: Golf
Hometown: Torreón, Coahuila,
Mexico
Who is your favorite
athlete? “Cristiano Ronaldo
because I think he has achieved
all the goals a sportsman can
reach.” Ronaldo, a professional
soccer player and native of
Funchal, Madeira, Portugal,
plays for Spain’s Real Madrid.
Who is your role model? “My
whole family. My dad, ’cause he’s
such a hard worker; he pretty
much works for us. … My mom,
’cause she’s strict with us, thank
God. … My brother, because I
have a good relationship with
him.”
What do you like to do for
fun? “Play soccer, hang out with
friends, be with my family, too.”

marcó apenas el segundo punto
en la historia que Estados
Unidos logra conseguir en el
Estadio Azteca.
Pero no se dejen engañar
por el resultado ya que el “Tri”
mexicano dominó el partido
aunque no pudo meter el gol.
A pesar de haber dominado el
partido, Javier “El Chicharito”
Hernández se cansó de fallar
goles. Además el árbitro de
encuentro dejó de marcar dos
penales a favor del equipo
mexicano, lo que sin duda
hubiera abierto la puerta
para la victoria mexicana. En
fin México dejó escapar una
oportunidad para sumar de tres
y actualmente se encuentra en
el quinto puesto de la tabla de
posiciones.
Por otra parte, para el equipo
de Jürgen Klinsmann este
empate les cayó del cielo para
calmar las críticas de la prensa
del soccer en Estados Unidos
por su negativa de convocar
a Landon Donovan. Con el
empate el estratega alemán
trabajará más tranquilo el resto

de la eliminatoria.
Este partido fue de lo más
destacado en las eliminatorias
pero también hubo acción en
Europa. En el Estade de France
se enfrentaron Francia y España.
La roja encaró este encuentro
con la necesidad de ganar y así

lo hicieron el resultado fue de
1 a o favorable a los españoles,
donde el gol fue de Pedro.
Pero esa semana no fue puro
futbol. Tuvimos el final de la
racha de partidos ganados del
Miami Heat. Ellos perdieron
contra los Chicago Bulls y la

marca quedó en 27 ganados
consecutivos.
También
se
marcó el inicio de la temporada
2013 de las Grandes Ligas de
Béisbol con el partido entre los
Texas Rangers y los Astros de
Houston; así que “Play Ball!”
amigos.

get up every morning and look
forward to being with these
students.”
Her students will miss her as
well.
“She would always compliment
my shoes, we both love shoes,
and knowing that she would see

me as more than just another
student was special to me,”
Medina said. “She appreciates
you as a person and has always
been an inspiration to me.”
Mascorro added: “I hope
she realizes how much she’s
influenced my life in the best way

possible, as well as the lives of
countless others.”
The community is invited
to a special 10th anniversary
celebration concert at 3 p.m.
April 14 in the Arts Center.
The concert will feature the
2012-2013 Master Chorale and

the Master Chorale Alumni.
The chorales will perform five
selections that represent music
performed by the group through
the years. For tickets ($5), call
882-7025.

Photo Courtesy UTBAthletics.com

By Michelle Espinoza
THE COLLEGIAN

The UTB/TSC Women’s Golf
Team placed ninth out of 12
teams at the Bluebonnet Classic
tournament hosted by Northwood
University March 25 and 26 at the
Tangle Ridge Golf Course in Grand
Prairie.
The women finished the tworound tournament with a total
score of 701. Alainey Muro shot
the best for the team, tying for 10th
place with a two-day score of 157.
“The women played OK. We
had a decent first round and [in]
the second round, we had better

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

When did you begin
playing golf and why did
you start playing? “I began
playing golf since I was 8 years
old. My brother … used to
play golf and I saw him just
traveling every single month.
He travels to the tournaments,
so I wanted to follow him.”
Did you play in high
school and did you win
any awards? “I played
during my high school
years. … I think my best
score was top 5 and I was
third on my hometown club
championship.”
What is your favorite
movie? “It might be ‘Never
Back Down.’”
What are your goals for
this season? “My goal
for this season is to just
keep playing my best, keep
improving, help the team
and, hopefully, win the next
tournament.”
Is there a song that gets
your head in the game? “I
don’t hear music before I play
golf.”

weather and so scores could
have been a little bit better but,
unfortunately, we struggled on
the greens and also struggled with
the ball strike, so we dropped a
few shots in the team standings
from day 1 to day 2,” Golf Coach
Anthony Lopez told The Collegian
in an interview last Wednesday.
Veronica Vasquez tied for 39th
with a total score of 174. Angela
Zepeda tied for 41st with a score
175 and Christian Lira received
66th place with a final score of 195,
according to a news release from
the Athletics Department.
Asked about her thoughts on
the tournament, Muro told The

--Compiled by Kaila Contreras

Acción Deportiva
La Batalla de la Frontera en las
eliminatorias de CONCACAF

Por Juan C. Esteve

COLUMNISTA INVITADO

La semana pasada la Acción
Deportiva se concentró en el
futbol, ya que tuvimos una
intensa actividad rumbo al
Mundial de Brasil 2014. Esta
tercera fecha de las eliminatorias
de la CONCACAF enfrentó a las
selecciones de México y Estados
Unidos en el imponente estadio
Azteca.
El llamado coloso de Santa
Úrsula recibió una vez más
al conjunto de las barras y
las estrellas para otra edición
del llamado Clásico de la
CONCACAF. En esta ocasión
el resultado fue un salomónico
empate a cero goles lo que

CHORALE

Continued from Page 12

the most important of her career.
“These 10 years are by no
stretch, by no doubt, the true
highlight of all the years that I
have taught,” Brumley said. “I

NOTICIAS EN ESPAÑOL
Profesor acerca a UTB a los grandes de las letras
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Estudiantes se benefician con el proyecto Nuevo Santander sobre escritores mexicanos contemporáneos
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL

Cuando el profesor de Letras Hispánicas
Juan Antonio González obtuvo el rango
de catedrático en UTB/TSC en el 2008, se
propuso acercar a los estudiantes del Valle
del Río Bravo a los máximos exponentes
de las letras mexicanas contemporáneas
para que sus conocimientos literarios

han sido partícipes en el Congreso.
La segunda es la publicación de la revista
literaria
anual
“Novosantanderino”,
un compendio de obras de autores
seleccionados por González que han
sobresalido en el ámbito de las letras.
Sin embargo, la importancia de este
proyecto no recae en la participación de
los máximos exponentes de las letras
contemporáneas, sino en la utilidad que

Bryan Romero/Collegian
El profesor de Lenguas Modernas Juan Antonio González imparte clase a sus estudiantes de
español el jueves pasado. González es editor en jefe de la revista “Novosantanderino” y “De
Puño y Letra”.

transitaran más allá de la frontera.
Es así como surgió el proyecto Nuevo
Santander, enfocado en promover el
trabajo de figuras literarias mexicanas de
la generación de 1950 entre los estudiantes
de letras hispánicas y, a su vez, abrirles
la puerta a dichos autores hacia Estados
Unidos.
“La idea es que yo pueda vincular a los
estudiantes con estos escritores para que
esta relación sirva de guía en sus tesis y
disertaciones”, dijo González. “De esta
forma, el proyecto le brinda una voz a los
expositores literarios y, al mismo tiempo,
acerca a la comunidad y a los estudiantes
a sus trabajos”.
El proyecto, auspiciado por el
Departamento de Lenguas Modernas,
la decanatura de la Facultad de
Humanidades y Humanities Texas, consta
de dos partes. La primera es el Congreso
Literario “Letras en el Estuario”, una
plataforma en la que escritores del Valle
y de México presentan sus obras. Cada
año se invita a un ponente magistral.
Personalidades como Héctor Carreto, Elsa
Cross, Beatriz Espejo y Carmen Boullosa

han sacado de él los estudiantes de letras
hispánicas.
La estudiante de postgrado en la
Universidad de Oklahoma Miriam
Romero, es una de los estudiantes que
han sido beneficiados por la iniciativa de
González.
Cuando Romero estudió su licenciatura
en UTB/TSC, tomó la clase del profesor en
la que se requiere a los alumnos entregar
un trabajo literario con la posibilidad de
que este se publique en la revista “Puño
y Letra”.
“Fue ahí cuando mi amor e interés por la
escritura surgió”, dijo Romero. “Comencé
a conocer a una variedad de escritores a
través del maestro González, empecé a
escribir y después me invitó a ser parte del
Congreso”.
Romero actualmente es presidente
de la Conferencia “Tierra Tinta”, una
conferencia de la Universidad de
Oklahoma que comparte los mismos
objetivos y mecánica de “Letras en el
Estuario”. Tal conferencia es uno de los
escenarios donde se ha promovido el
“Novosantanderino” y, a su vez, esta se
ve beneficiada por los vínculos con los

Nombre: Paula Barros
Edad: 23 años
Especialidad: Traducción e
interpretación de español e inglés
Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
País natal: São Paulo, Brasil.
¿Qué idioma hablas? “Inglés, español y
portugués”.
¿Qué tradiciones hay en tu país?
“Algo muy importante es el carnaval, como
todos saben. Celebramos semana santa.
Hay personas que no comen carne en esos
días, van a la iglesia. Y tenemos el huevo
de pascua, que es muy grande. Es como un
huevo de chocolate y contiene cosas como
otros chocolates o cuentos. Es un regalo
de padres a hijos, del novio a la novia o
cualquier persona puede regalar un huevo.
En año nuevo y en Navidad hace calor,
entonces la gente va a la playa. Mucha
gente salta las olas a media noche porque es
señal de buena suerte o como un próspero
año. En Brasil el día de los enamorados es
el 12 de junio; pero es sólo para los novios y
no das regalos a los amigos, sino a alguien
que esté en una relación. El futbol es lo que
todos conocen de Brasil y cuando hay un
partido, los equipos que son de Brasil se
juntan a platicar y tomar cerveza, pero si
pierden, se ponen locos”.
Menciona algunos platillos típicos:
“La frijolada, que es como frijoles charros

negros; se le pone diferentes tipos de
carne. Es la comida típica de Brasil. Hay
también asaí, una fruta morada típica de
Brasil. La farafa, que es como un polvo
de diferentes tipos de condimentos.
Pan de queso también; hay una masa ya
preparada y le pones huevos y se hace al
horno. Guaraná es como un refresco pero
hecho de guaraná, una fruta que hay en
Brasil. Tenemos el jugo de naranja con
menta. Siempre me dicen que soy rara
porque ustedes en México comen aguacate
con sal, cebolla y esas cosas, pero en Brasil
hacemos malteada de aguacate con azúcar.
También el brigadeiro, es un dulce que
hacemos con leche condensada y chocolate
en polvo; lo revolvemos y lo pones en el
refrigerador, lo usan en las fiestas de los
niños en forma de pelotita. ”.
¿Cuáles son los lugares turísticos?
“Como todos saben Río de Janeiro, que
es muy conocido por sus playas. São
Paulo también está muy bonito, pero es
más de negocios. Está Bahía al norte del
país y tiene playas encantadoras con agua
azul y es tan caliente y húmedo como
Brownsville”.
Menciona algunas ideas erróneas
que tiene la gente sobre tu país: “Que
en Brasil sólo hay negros como yo. Mucha
gente piensa eso, pero tenemos personas
negras, blancas, pelirrojas y de todo tipo.

escritores que González les ofrece.
“El proyecto es muy importante para mí,
pues me ayudó a determinar mi rumbo
profesional”, dijo Romero. “Me ayudó
a saber cuánto me gusta escribir y que,
para poder continuar en este ámbito
debía involucrarme más en el proceso de
creación y otros aspectos académicos y eso
me instó a decidir estudiar un doctorado”.
Grandes figuras literarias se han
aventurado a formar parte de este proyecto
gracias a la intervención de González.
“Sentía un poco de tristeza que no
estuviéramos haciendo verdadera labor
con los nuestros en las clases que estamos
dando, por eso decidí tomarlo como
proyecto personal en la cuarta fase de mi
carrera”, dijo González. “De esa manera
fuimos vinculando el quehacer de ofrecer
cursos que tienen que ver con nuestros
escritores mexicanos; los profesores
tenemos que conocer qué es lo que se está
realizando en las últimas generaciones
para tenerlos vigentes e investigar sobre
esos autores”.
Para la próxima edición de la revista,
se tienen contemplados a más de 30
escritores contemporáneos, entre los que
se encuentran seis internacionales.
En una entrevista por correo electrónico
con el célebre escritor Héctor Carreto,
también miembro del consejo editorial
de “Novosantanderino”, dijo que este
proyecto amplía y enriquece el panorama
de los estudiantes y profesores de Texas de
la literatura mexicana actual.
“Es decir, a pesar del idioma en común (el
español) y del oficio, también común (la
escritura), hay pocos vínculos entre ambos
lados del Río Bravo, y es gracias a una
revista tan plural como Novosantanderino,
y de un Congreso que cada vez cobra
mayor prestigio tanto en México como en
Texas, que las relaciones se hayan hecho
más estrechas”, dijo Carreto, profesor e
investigador en la Academia de Creación
Literaria de la Universidad Autónoma de
la Ciudad de México y director de Bellas
Artes.
Él es receptor de galardones como el
Efraín Huerta (1979), Raúl Garduño
(1981), Carlos Pellicer (1983), X Premio
de Poesía Luis Cernuda (1990) y el Premio
Nacional de Poesía Aguascalientes (2002).
Sus obras se han traducido al inglés,
francés, italiano, portugués y húngaro.
“A estos autores los tengo antologados
e hice con ellos el compromiso de
proyectarlos dentro de sus carreras en los

Algunos autores son
Bibiana Camacho
Emmanuel Carballo
José Emilio
Pacheco
Héctor Carreto
Baudelio Camarillo
Arturo Castillo Alva
Roberto de la Torre
Beatriz Espejo
Juan Antonio
González
Eduardo Langagne
Agustín Monsreal
José Juan Colín
Elsa Cross

Margarito Cuéllar
Óscar de la
Borbolla
Orlando Ortiz
Heriberto Yépez
Lauro Zavala
J.M. Servín
Ignacio Solares
Benjamín Valdivia
Juan Villoro
Juan Gelman
Antonio Gomoneda
Lucha Corpi
Dana Gelinas

Estados Unidos”, dijo González. “Quería
que fueran parte del congreso, que se
dieran a conocer aquí, que formaran parte
del currículo y de clases que yo impartiría
y luego abrirles las puertas más delante a
los otros congresos donde yo asisto, como
a UNAM-UTSA”.
Por su parte, Carreto asegura que aceptó
gustoso la invitación de González, pues
sabe la importancia que un proyecto así
tiene en esta región.
“La revista ‘Novosantanderino’ y el
congreso anual ‘Letras en el Estuario’
son, en estos momentos, los vínculos
más fuertes que hay entre los escritores
mexicanos de prestigio con los escritores
hispanohablantes y académicos del estado
de Texas”, dijo Carreto.
Debido a que UTB está en proceso de
separación de Texas Southmost College, el
futuro del proyecto preocupa a González,
quien espera seguir recibiendo apoyo para
continuar con esta labor que, hasta ahora,
ha cumplido con su objetivo.
“Ha sido una experiencia muy
satisfactoria. Es la culminación de lo que yo
hubiera querido hacer como maestro”, dijo
González. “Seguiremos en este proyecto
hasta donde se pueda, aunque estamos
en una situación un poco incierta, pero he
estado comunicándome con UT-Pan Am
para que Nuevo Santander no se quede en
el olvido, sino que siga floreciendo. Nos ha
costado mucho trabajo llevarlo hasta aquí
y no quisiera dejarlo morir”.
Romero finalizó diciendo: “Un proyecto
así es imprescindible para la escuela y lo
que me pasó a mí es un ejemplo. Estoy
trabajando en mi tesis sobre escritores con
los que me vinculó el profesor y ser parte
de esto ha sido decisivo en mi vida”.

Estudiante de
L

Portugal
conquistó
Brasil
y
también
vinieron de Italia, por
eso tenemos personas
blancas.
También
piensan que hablamos
español, pero eso
está muy mal, porque
hablamos portugués.
Las ciudades que están cerca de Argentina
hablan mejor español, pero no se enseña en
el país. Lo peor es que me digan que hablo
‘brasileño’, no se dice ‘brasileño’, se llama
portugués. Mucha gente tiene ideas feas
de Brasil, pero es un país muy bueno para
vivir. Todo depende de cómo tratas con las
personas. Tengo amigos que nacieron en
Estados Unidos y viven en Brasil y siempre
dicen que nunca van a regresar a acá”.
Anécdota: “Una historia me pasó
cuando estaba en voleibol y me acuerdo
que muchas veces cuando íbamos a jugar
las personas se burlaban porque éramos
más internacionales que nacionales y nos
preguntaban si sabíamos hablar inglés,
eran muy mala onda. Entonces, cuando
estábamos en la cancha no hablábamos
inglés, hablábamos serbio o portugués y es
muy gracioso porque los demás se ponían
muy mal y les daba mucho coraje”.
--Recopilado por Héctor Aguilar
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Spotlighting the valley’s most interesting

places and events

Fire Department
Lt. Jorge Lerma
stands between
an ambulance
and a reserve
fire engine in
the Station 6
garage.

Thank-you notes written by Brow
nsville
children decorate a bulletin boar
d that
hangs in the station’s living room.

Firefighters make the station their home during their 24-hour shifts. The
station is equipped with sleeping quarters, a kitchen and a living room,
aside from offices where they answer emergency calls and a garage that
houses an ambulance and fire engine. On any day, three firefighters and
two Emergency Medical Services technicians will be on duty.
Fire Department Lt. Jorge
Lerma (from left) and
firefighters Ernesto Estrada
and Jesus Perez depart the
station after receiving a call.
“The fire unit usually has
three firefighters: an officer,
a driver and a firefighter,”
Lerma said. The average
response time is five minutes
within the district, he said.

Gabriela Moreno/Collegian Photos
Station 6 is one of nine in Brownsville and is located in the center of the city at Price and Old Port Isabel roads. Because
of its location, Station 6 receives more calls than any other station in town.
Eugenio Cardenas (left) and
Ernesto Estrada are firefighters
and emergency medical
technicians who are trained to
respond to emergency calls. As
of March 26, there had been
around 200 fire-related calls;
however, EMS has received
hundreds more, according to Lt.
Jorge Lerma. Every shift receives
about 12 to 15 calls. In 2001,
Brownsville EMS was recognized
nationally for being one of the
best EMS systems that year.

